Mysore Zoo Keeper Training
Kumar Pushkar *
Introduction :
The Central Zoo Authority has provided a sum of Rs. 1.00
lakh to organize the Zoo Keepers Training Programme for
the Keepers to understand the essential components of
animal husbandry, so as to attain the desired level of
standard for upkeep of wild animals in captivity, and various
other aspects. Since the zoos in Karnataka were not able
to depute the keepers for the training programme for official
reasons, it was decided to conduct training for only mysore
zoo keepers.

The participants wholeheartedly thanked all the three zoos,
the Directors and their staff members for providing all the
assistance during their study tour.
Also the participants were highly thankful to the Central Zoo
Authority for sponsoring this programme, and Sri Kumar
Pushkar, Executive Director, and Sri. R.M.N. Sahai, Member
Secretary, for providing an opportunity to participate in the
training programme.

On 22nd and 23rd of April 2003, 18 Animal Keepers were
enrolled for training and lecture on topics like role of zoo
keepers, evolution of zoos, aims and objectives of zoos,
planned breeding of endangered species, maintenance of
hygiene in animal enclosures and enrichment of
enclosures, animal feeding and requirement of pregnant
mothers, were arranged by the faculty of zoo, i.e., zoo
veterinarians, executive director and deputy director.
The keepers were divided into 3 groups of 6 members each
accompanied by a zoo volunteer and an officer from the zoo
to visit southern zoos on study tour. One group visited
Arignar Anna Zoological Park from 23rd April to 26th April
2003.
The second group visited Nehru Zoological Park,
Hyderabad from 26th to 28th April 2003. The last group
visited Sri Venkateshwara Zoological Park, Tirupathi from
29th April 2003 to 1st May 2003.

Keepers tour other zoos in the country.

All the 3 groups made presentation on 3rd May 2003, and it
was a very good exposure of the respective zoo concerned.
Overall, the training programme was organized very
successfully and had many advantages viz.
1.The participants felt that they were also given importance
and all the care for expressing their feelings, interacting
freely without any discomforts.
2. For the first time, the Animal Keepers of this Zoo were
provided an opportunity to go on study tour to different zoos
and they were happy to see their counterparts working and
sharing experience.
3. The study materials provided in regional language was
very interesting and informative.
4. Lunch and tea was served to the participants
5. It was also understood from their presentations that they
were able to collect more information on the welfare of zoo
animals and also interacted with the staff and gained
confidence.
6. The photographs and report submitted by all the three
groups were very informative, and it clearly indicates their
interest and involvement in the upkeep of the Zoo.
7. The training programme was very useful as the keepers
were exposed to different aspects of zoos, and also
exposed to practical aspects of zoo management, besides
learning new concepts in zoo management.
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