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DARKLING BEETLES

Rediscovery of Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire,
1896 (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae: Tenebrioninae) from
India
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Introduction
Insecta ) )
[Class of Insects] Even though there are several studies on the different
c fauna of Maharashtra state (2012) including some families
oleoptera
[Order of Beetles] of Coleoptera by different research workers (Jadhav, M. &
Tenebrionidae Sharma 2012; Bano et al. 2012; Sharma & Bano 2012; Ghate
E:ergg;;]of Darkling 2012 a & b; Jadhay, S. & Sharma 2012 a, b &c; Patwardhan &
Athalye 2012; Saha et al. 2012) no comprehensive report has
Penthicoides ) L
seriatoporus been done on the Darkling beetles (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae)
[Pod borer] of this state. After the description of the species, Penthicoides
Species described by seriatoporus Fairmaire, 1896 from Belgaum (Karnataka), it
Fairmaire in 1896
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was recorded from Sikkim in the year 1946. i.e., exactly after 50 years (Kaszab 1975). After
1946, there were no report on the occurrence of this species from India. While working

on earlier collections, in the Western Regional Centre, Zoological Survey of India, Pune,
the identification of Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire, 1896 from Maharashtra (Sangli)
yielded rediscovery of that species from India after the record of the same from Sikkim.

Materials and Methods

The collections in the Western Regional Centre, Pune were studied and identified.
During the study, the occurrence of Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire, 1896 from
Ambegaon, Tasgaon and Jakari from Sangli district found to be the new record from
Maharashtra state. The material were deposited in the centre and the registration number
was also given with materials examined. Fairmaire (1896) was referred for diagnostic
characters and Kaszab (1975) and Iwan (2002) for synonyms and distribution.

Systematic position
Family: Tenebrionidae Latreille, 1802
Subfamily: Tenebrioninae Latreille, 1802
Tribe: Pedinini Eschscholtz, 1829
Genus: Penthicoides Fairmaire, 1896

Species: Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire, 1896

Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire, (1896): Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg., 40: 20. — Gebien 1910b:
287; 1938b: 309; Kaszab 1975b: 357; lwan 1997a: 264, 2002: 82.

Diagnostic characters

Length: 14.7mm ( Average length of all 14 specimens). Elongated, subparallel,
apex narrowly rounded at posterior, slightly convex, black, moderately shining; head finely
densely punctate, shield between the antenna almost rightly impressed, transversely
slightly curved and sides rounded, article in the last maxillary palp obliquely truncate;
prothorax finely densely punctate, sides finely emarginated, base without border; scutellum
densely punctate, transversely grooved, elytra base outwardly, barely striped, but stripes
strongly punctate, intervals flat, densely punctate.
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Table 1: Measurements of body length, antennal length, prothorax length and width, elytra length,
lengths of basal segments of antennae.

Antennal Prothorax Prothorax Length of Length of Body length
Length (mm) Length (mm) width (mm) Elytra (mm) | Basal antennal (mm)
segments (mm)
3.72 4.23 6.62 9.80 0.55 15.28
3.40 413 6.64 9.79 0.66 15.07
3.40 4.30 6.35 9.56 0.61 14.03
3.75 4.70 7.50 9.42 0.75 15.37
4.35 3.94 6.08 9.96 0.62 15.16
4.16 3.70 5.77 9.84 0.759 14.79
4.58 3.40 6.59 9.32 0.52 13.97
3.61 3.65 5.96 9.36 0.68 14.26
4.88 3.55 6.17 9.13 0.67 13.93
3.59 4.32 7.11 9.02 0.75 14.59
3.12 4.94 7.89 9.25 0.77 15.44
3.38 4.08 6.67 9.11 0.515 14.44
3.49 3.74 5.83 9.90 0.702 14.89
3.80 4.05 6.55 9.80 0.66 15.10
Average body length (mm) 14.73

Material examined
09 exs. 17.ix.1979, Yerala river, Ambegaon, Sangli, Reg. No. Ent-1/2083; 03

exs. 12.ix.1979, Chincholi, Tasgaon, Sangli, Reg. No. Ent-1/2086; 02 exs. 19.ix. 1979,

Islampur Road, Jakari, Sangli, Reg. No. Ent-1/2090 all collections by A.S. Mahabal.

Distribution: INDIA: Maharashtra (Sangli), Karnataka (Belgaum), Sikkim (Twalong).

Conclusion

Since there was no report of Penthicoides seriatoporus Fairmaire, 1896 from

India after 1946 from Sikkim, the occurrence of the same species from Sangli district

Maharashtra constitutes the new report from Maharashtra as well as the rediscovery from

India.
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