Wild boar predation on White-rumped vulture fledgling
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Predation on fledgling of Old World vultures is
scantily reported (Brown and Amadon 1968; Mundy
1982). Only few studies have been reported
predation on fledglings by mammalian species
(Rodriguez and Balcells 1968; Donazar and Ceballos
1988). In this note we report wild boar predation on
the fledgling of White-rumped vulture. This
observation was done at Sigur Plateau, Nilgiri hills of
Tamil Nadu.
On 25 March 2016, while monitoring the Whiterumped vulture fledglings on the nests, a fledgling’s
call was frequently observed, initially we associated
the call with mother feeding the young one, after a
few minutes the sound stopped abruptly. Soon after
we went to the nesting tree to observe the fledglings
on the nest. Suddenly we noticed four wild boars
running away from the site. On further observation
in the area we found that some feathers were spread
around, and on intensive search we found remains
the legs of White-rumped vulture fledgling (Fig 1).
Literature search showed four instances of mammals
predating on vulture fledgling on the species of
Egyptian vulture and African White-backed vulture
(Stoyanova and Stefano 1933; Marlow 1983;
Donazar and Ceballos 1988). The previous records
shows only carnivores (Jackal, Red Fox, Wolves and
Honey Badger) predating vultures but in this
observation an omnivore is reported even though it is
an opportunistic behaviour.
Acknowledgement
The authors thank the Raptor Research and
Conservation Foundation for their support of this
project. Our whole-hearted thanks are due to the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief
Wildlife Warden of Tamil Nadu state for giving us the
necessary permission to carry out the fieldwork. Our
special thanks are due to the Chief Conservator of
Forests & Field Director, Deputy Director of
Mudumalai and Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserves and
the District Forest officer of the Nilgiri North Forest
Division for providing permission and all logistic
supports to carry out the fieldwork. We also thank
our field assistants R. Bomman and B. Vishnu for
their support.

Fig 1. Uneaten leg remains of White-rumped vulture
fledgling
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