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A record of Splendid Dartlet from A record of Splendid Dartlet from 
Jhargram District, West Bengal, IndiaJhargram District, West Bengal, India
Agriocnemis splendidissima 
Laidlaw, 1919 commonly 
known as Splendid Dartlet, 
is a small damselfly of 
Coenagrionidae family.  This 
is one of the 11 species 
of genus Agriocnemis 
Selys, 1877 found in India 
(Kalkman et al. 2020).  In 
India, it is recorded from 
the states of Assam, 
Tripura, West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
and Kerala (Subramanian 
2018; Subramanian et al. 
2018).  Elsewhere, it has 
been reported from Pakistan 
(Khaliq & Siddique 1995; 
Kalkman et al. 2020).  In the 
state of West Bengal, eight 
species of Agriocnemis are 
known to occur (Dawn 2021).  
Earlier in West Bengal, A. 
splendidissima was recorded 
from the districts of Hooghly, 
Howrah, Jalpaiguri, Cooch 

Behar, and Bankura (Ram 
et al. 1982; Srivastava & 
Sinha 1993; Mitra 2002; 
Singhamahapatra 2020; 
Dawn 2021).  In 1982, Ram 
et al. first reported the 
occurrence of Agriocnemis 
splendidissima in West 
Bengal from Devendrapur of 
Hooghly and Santragachi of 
Howrah Districts.  Srivastava 
& Sinha (1993) remarked, 
this species frequently 
inhabits at bed of running 
water bodies, like streams, in 

shallow zone with sprouting 
aquatic vegetation.  It can 
also be found in stagnant 
water bodies and in rice 
fields (Khaliq & Siddique 
1995; Subramanian 
2018).  According to Nair 
& Subramanian (2014), 
this species is distributed 
scattered in wet areas of 
India. 

During an opportunistic 
survey on odonates in 
Khandarani lake (22.400N, 

Agriocnemis splendidissima adult male individual at Khandarani 
Lake, Jhargram District, West Bengal, India. 09 October 2019 © 
Tanmoy Bhowmick.
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Number of 
individuals/Sex Locality Date Reference

1 Female Devendrapur, Hooghly 
District 24.iii 1976 Ram et al. 1982

1 Female Santragachi, Howrah 
District 26.xii.1976 Ram et al. 1982

1 Male, 1 
Female

Bijan Bari Forest, 
Raja Bhathkhawa, 
Jalpaiguri District

19.iii.1986 Srivastava & Sinha 
1993

1 Male Sonapur, Koch Bihar 
(Cooch Behar) District 01.v.1987 Srivastava & Sinha 

1993

1 Male Kanakshyaguri, 
Jalpaiguri District 07.v.1987 Srivastava & Sinha 

1993

- Hooghly district, 
Howrah District - Dawn 2021

1 Male Khandarani Lake, 
Jhargram District 09.x.2019 Present Study

1 Male Raygar, Bankura 
District 15.xi.2020 Singhamahapatra 

2020 (iNaturalist.org)

86.420E), Jhargram District, 
West Bengal, India, on 09 
October 2019, one adult male 
individual of Agriocnemis 
splendidissima at the edge 
of the lake was observed at 
1244 h.  This area is a part 
of Chota Nagpur Plateau 
physiographic region.  
Jhargram District covers an 
area of 3024.38 km2 and 
has an average elevation 
of 81 m (https://Jhargram.
gov.in).  Khandarani lake 
is a freshwater lake of the 
district.  There were some 
emergent vegetations along 

Edge of Khandarani Lake with vegetation, emerged from shallow water. 09 October 2019 © Tanmoy 
Bhowmick.

Table 1. Compilated list of distributional records of Agriocnemis 
splendidissima from West Bengal State, India.
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the shallow water at the edge 
of the lake.  Agriocnemis 
splendidissima individual was 
perched on a grass leaf, and 
the grass was emerged from 
shallow water at the edge 
of the lake.  The individual 
was photographed in the 
field using Nikon Coolpix 
B500 SLR camera and 
the species was identified 
from field observations and 
photographs, following 
Mitra (2002), Nair (2011) and 
Nair & Subramanian (2014).  
Three photographs of A. 
splendidissima individual 
were uploaded on Odonata 

of India website, with media 
codes bs656, bs657, and 
bs658 (Anonymous 2021).  
This is the first report of 
Agriocnemis splendidissima 
from Jhargram District of 
West Bengal.  Except this 
present record, there is 
only one other record of 
this species from Chota 
Nagpur Plateau region of 
West Bengal, that is, from 
Raygar in Bankura District 
(Singhamahapatra 2020).  
That location is about 33km 
away from the present study 
area.  Six other species 
of odonates were also 

observed at the same edge of 
Khandarani Lake from 1230 
to 1250 h on that day.  Those 
species were Ictinogomphus 
rapax, Diplacodes 
nebulosa, Crocothemis 
servilia, Orthetrum sabina, 
Pseudagrion decorum, and 
Ceriagrion coromandelianum.
They were photographed 
and identified following 
Nair (2011).  Distributional 
records of Agriocnemis 
splendidissima from West 
Bengal State are compiled in 
Table 1.

Khandarani Lake, Jhargram District, West Bengal, India. 09 October 2019 © Tanmoy Bhowmick.
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