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Avifauna checklist of Nehru Memorial 
College campus of Tiruchirappalli District, 
Tamil Nadu
The present study was carried out in 50 
acres of the Nehru Memorial College campus 
and 69 acres of Puthanampatti village of 
Tiruchirappalli District, Tamil Nadu (11.0698 
°N, 78.6881 °E). The elevation ranges from 
106 to 116 meters above the mean sea level.  
Tiruchirappalli District receives the north-
east monsoon and some showers during 
the south-west monsoon.  The study area is 
open with dry habitat comprising of shrub 
(Cassia auriculata, Flueggea leucopyrus, 
Lantana camara, Dodonaea viscosa, Tecoma 
stans), herb (Tridax procumbens, Tephrosia 
purpurea, Sida cordata, Boerhavia diffusa, 
Tribulus terrestris, Parthenium hysterophorus) 
and trees (Azadirachta indica, Prosopis 
juliflora, Millettia pinnata) in and around 
the college campus.  During the study 

period, paddy was in cultivation and lemon 
plantations were present.

The study was carried out from November 
2015 to January 2017 and January 2019 
to June 2021. The birds were identified 
and classified on the basis of standard 
field guide.  The checklist of species was 
prepared following Grimmett et al. (2011).  
Birds were counted by using direct count 
methods, walking within the college campus 
and Puthanampatti village.  The birds were 
observed during the most active period of 
the day, i.e., between 06:00 to 10:00 AM and 
04:00 to 06:00 PM (Bibby et al. 1998).  During 
the field visit photos were taken using Nikon 
D3300 with zoom lens 55–500 mm. Binocular 
(Olympus 10 x 50) was used to record the 

Location of 
the study 
area of Nehru 
Memorial 
College in 
and around 
Puthanampatti 
village
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Grey Francolin Indian Peafowl Cattle Egret Indian Pond-Heron

Black-winged Kite Indian Spotted Eagle White-eyed Buzzard Brahminy Kite

Shikra Booted Eagle Eurasian Kestrel Red-wattled Lapwing

Eurasian Collared-Dove Laughing Dove Spotted Dove Chestnut-bellied 
Sandgrouse

Rose-ringed Parakeet Southern Coucal Blue-faced Malkoha Pied Cuckoo
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Common Hawk-Cuckoo Indian Scops-Owl Indian Eagle Owl Alpine Swift

Asian Palm-Swift Eurasian Hoopoe Indian Roller Common Kingfisher

White-throated Kingfisher Green Bee-eater Blue-tailed Bee-eater Coppersmith Barbet

Black-rumped Flameback Small Minivet Black-headed Cuckooshrike Indian Golden Oriole

Black Drongo Indian Paradise-Flycatcher Brown Shrike Bay-backed Shrike
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Rufous Treepie House Crow Large-billed Crow Barn Swallow

Jerdon’s Bushlark Oriental Skylark Ashy Prinia Plain Prinia

Large Grey Babbler Yellow-billed Babbler Brahminy Starling Common Myna 

Lesser Whitethroat Asian Brown Flycatcher Indian Robin Purple Sunbird

Baya Weaver Indian Silverbill White-browed Wagtail Paddyfield Pipit
All the images ©T. Siva
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observations from the distance in order to 
avoid any disturbance to birds.  The list 
was categorized as per the IUCN Red List, 
feeding habits and migratory status.

In the present study 120 species of birds 
were observed and recorded belonging to 
19 orders and 48 families (Table 2).  For  a 
quick summary of species, family, and other 
compositional analyses, look up the Figures 
and Table.

The study revealed that the rich diversity of 
birds is attributable to habitat structure and 
geographical location of the campus.  The 
area seems to provide diverse habitats for 
residential birds and a corridor for migratory 
birds.

Food habitat 
and there 
percentage 
composition.
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