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The butterfly Colour Sergeant Athyma nefte 
Westwood, 1850  has a localised distribution 
throughout India from Uttarakhand to 
Arunachal Pradesh, the Western Ghats 
(Maharashtra southwards), and West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, & Odisha  (Singh 2010; Kehimkar 
2016; Khan et al. 2021; Anonymous 2022).

The Colour Sergeant is a species under 
the genus Athyma which belongs to the 
Limenitidinae subfamily under the family 
Nymphalidae; belongs to the brush-footed 
butterflies. 

First photographic documentation of Colour 
Sergeant from Purulia, West Bengal, India 

Authors photographed a single specimen of 
Colour Sergeant during a field study on 16 
February 2022 at 1420 h from Gobaria Forest 
of Ajodhya Hills in Purulia, West (23.10ºN 
& 86.06ºE, at 361 m) using a Nikon D5600 
camera with 70–300 mm lens.  The specimen 
was not collected from the study area.  During 
the time of the observation, the specimen 
was busking on a dry leaf.   It was identified 
on the basis of UP (upper wing) velvety black 
with a white band and orange markings, UPF 
or upper forewing  white band continues on 
UPH or upper hindwing  , presence of orange 

Colour Sergeant 
Athyma nefte 
male specimen 
from Ajodhya 
Hills, Purulia, 
West Bengal, 
India. 
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markings at UPF apex & UPH with orange 
band near outer edge (Kehimkar 2016).

The species is usually reported from low 
elevation & can fly up to 1,150m (Kehimkar 
2016). They are mainly confined to forested 
regions.  Flight is powerful and swift, using 
a snappy flap-and-glide technique.  Males 
are often found in wet sand, while females 
rarely leave the forest. Both sexes are fond of 
flowers (Smetacek 2017).

The area is a dry deciduous forest with some 
moist patches in it, the temperature varies 
between 2.8ºC to 52ºC & the average annual 
rainfall of the area ranges 1,100–1,500 mm 
(Das 2016; Samanta et al. 2017).
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study area 
where Colour 
Sergeant 
Athyma nefte 
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There are no past records of the species from 
Purulia District before (Samanta et al. 2017; 
Das 2018). So, it can be concluded that this 
is the first record of Colour Sergeant Athyma 
nefte from Purulia District, West Bengal, India.

https://www.ifoundbutterflies.org/athyma-inara
https://www.ifoundbutterflies.org/athyma-inara


XX XXXXXXX XXXX xxxxxxx 21 February 2017

Newsletter of the 
Invertebrate Conservation & Information Network of South Asia (ICINSA)

ISSN 2230-7052

XX XXXXXXX XXXX xxxxxxx 21 February 2017

Newsletter of the 
Invertebrate Conservation & Information Network of South Asia (ICINSA)

ISSN 2230-7052
#249

21 July 2022
#249

21 July 2022

Zoo’s Print Vol. 37 | No. 7 16

Citation: Mahato, D., S. Majhi & A. Mukherjee 
(2022). First record of Colour Sergeant from Purulia, 
West Bengal, India.  Bugs R All #249, In: Zoo’s Print 
37(7): 14–16.

Bugs R All is a newsletter of the Invertebrate 
Conservation and Information Network  

of South Asia (ICINSA)

Debasish Mahato1, Sushanta Majhi2, 
Adarsha Mukherjee3

1MSc in Zoology, Department of Zoology, St. 
Xavier’s College, Ranchi, Jharkhand, India 834001.
3MSc IT (Cyber Security), Department of Information 
&amp; Technology, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
University of Technology, Nadia, West Bengal, India, 
741249.
1-3Green Plateau, Hatirampur, Bankura, West Bengal,
722121.
Email: 1debasishmahato2017@gmail.com
(corresponding author).

Das, D. (2018). Butterfly (Lepidoptera: Rhopalocera) 
diversity in relation to habitat utilization at Jagannath 
Kishore College, Purulia, West Bengal (India). 
Journal of Insect Biodiversity 7(1): 1–16.

Kehimkar, I. (2016). Butterflies of India. Bombay 
Natural History Society, Mumbai, 348 pp.

Khan, K., R. Dey, A. Bose, S. Dey, A. Roy & S. 
Biswas (2021). Report on a live gynandromorph of 
the Colour Sergeant Butterfly Athyma nefte inara 
(Insecta: Lepidoptera: Nymphalydae) from India. 
BIONOTES 23(4): 218–219.

Samanta, S., D. Das & S. Mandal (2017). Butterfly 
fauna of Baghmundi, Purulia, West Bengal, India: 
a preliminary checklist. Journal of Threatened 
Taxa 9(5): 10198–10207. https://doi.org/10.11609/
jott.2841.9.5.10198-10207 

Singh, A.P. (2010). Butterfly diversity in tropical 
moist deciduous sal forests of Ankua Reserve 
Forest, Koina Range, Saranda Division, West 
Singhbhum District, Jharkhand, India. Journal 
of Threatened Taxa 2(9): 1130–1139. https://doi.
org/10.11609/JoTT.o2274.1130-9.

Smetacek, P. (2017). A Naturalist’s Guide to the 
Butterflies of India. Prakash Books India Pvt. Ltd., 
New Delhi, 138 pp.

https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.2841.9.5.10198-10207
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.2841.9.5.10198-10207



