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Commercialisation of an American colonizer
India is a land rich with
biodiversity. Her forests,
shrublands, grasslands,
wetlands, desserts, freshwater,
coastal, and marine ecosystems
along with the life she harbours,
makes her one of the 17
megadiverse countries in the
world. But sadly, 40% of the
floral species growing in India
are alien species and 25% of the
non-native species are invasive
(Convention on Biological
Diversity 2005).
Lantana camara. © Supriya Samanta.
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Lantana camara eradication as a livelihood option

Lantana camara eradication not as a livelihood option

Help in economic upliftment of the people and thus
giving them a better quality of life.

Making people dependent on an invasive plant, they may
start harvesting.

Using Lantana as fuelwood and reducing the load on
other forest trees.

There will be more dispersion of seeds if not looked after
properly.

Teaching people to make Lantana brickettes, furniture,
packaging, cremation, and use it as an alternate. This
will give people incentive and also help them gain skills
and have small scale business

A lot of investment will go into this and will involve several
other industries like chemical, storage, transportation
which in turn will increase the pollution. Also, a lot of
investment goes into training the people, and we are yet
to know if it will be successful in the market.

This is the only sustainable option as both wildlife and
livelihoods are benefited

Lantana is not the only invasive species out there, should
we start commercialising all the invasives then?

commercialization is not successful enough, it will
be a big waste of time, money, labour, and raw
materials.
Livelihood is an emotion, rather it is much more
scientific to make people aware about the
harmful effects of Lantana and explain them why
they should remove it from their nearby places.
This would be a far more scientific approach.
Also, Lantana is harmful for animal health; if fed
on, it causes diarrhoea, liver failure, and even
death of animals (Mungi et al. 2020). Workers
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thrown properly, may be consumed by domestic
animals. During our trip to Mudumalai, we have
seen Elephants actively avoiding Lantana plants
and rather opting for native plants to feed on.
Lantana products are not environment friendly.
They involve setting up of various industries
including, transport, packaging, chemical, and
storage. This adds to the environment pollutions.
Also, the unused parts need to be burnt which
causes more pollution. Rather it can be given
to people as fuelwood or for burning the dead,
which in turn can reduce the pressure on timber
plants. At the same time, making products
using Lantana will need a lot of man power and
resources, for training the people how to make it,
uproot it, commercialise it, and also for creating
market visibility. Also, people involved need to be
kept a check on so that they don’t start harvesting
it. Rather this resource can be spent on hand
in hand restoration work along with uprooting.
Invasive plants usually, are seen to lose their
strength once there is a shade or a canopy cover
above them (Divya Mudappa pers. comm.).
Thus, planting fast growing native species of
plants along with removal of Lantana will make
the eradication process much faster and more
efficient. This has been successful in Valparai.
Also, restoration as a livelihood is environment
friendly and sustainable.
There are many arguments on both sides, and no
one yet knows a better solution to come up with.
A lot of work and research is needed to know the
best possible way to deal with this. But, Lantana
camara is not the only invasive knocking our
doors, there are many more. So, are we going to
do the same for all of them and wait to see that it
turns out to be a great success or a bigger threat?
Thus, we need to think fast and act faster, as there
Zoo’s Print

are plants around us many of which are native
and require conservation efforts for their survival.
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