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Gong for the WetlandsGong for the Wetlands
ಜವುಗಿಗಾಗಿ ಜಾಗಟೆಜವುಗಿಗಾಗಿ ಜಾಗಟೆ

Shimoga, a district in the malnad of Karnataka, is well known for many reasons. But in a 
district that is popular for the ‘Jog falls’, people are really ignorant about the numerous 
wetlands - small and large, that are present in this district. But it’s not just the ignorance 
of the people that’s the issue, but problems like plastic pollution, silt, and invasive species 
which are killing off many of these wetlands.

I spent two years at Shimoga during my Master’s study at Kuvempu University. When 
travelling from my home to Kuvempu University, I used to see a number of wetlands in 
a really bad state, particularly at a place named ‘Umblebylu’. Knowing the importance of 
wetlands, I wanted to restore these wetlands back to their original state. So one of the 
things that first came to my mind is ‘people are the solution’. If they feel the urge and the 
responsibility to restore these wetlands, then anything is possible. Thus, I have designed my 
awareness program in a way that makes people realize that they are ignoring the wetlands, 
and it’s time for them to wake up, realize their responsibilities, and become the protectors 
of these wetlands.

I came up with the concept ‘Javugigai Jaagate’ primarily 
because it sounds catchy in Kannada, and I felt 
the reason that the awareness must 
be done like playing the Jagate or 
Bong to reach out to people.

The awareness program 
is designed in a completely 
local manner. The mode of 
communication will be in Kannada. 
Folkstyles will be mainly used. 
Different forgotten folk arts will be 
used to reachout to people in very 
effective manner.

My Awareness campaign to  
save the wetlands of Shimoga

“Javugigagi Jaagate” is my awareness campaign aimed at the local communities that live in 
the vicinity of the numerous wetlands in the Shimoga district. The aim of the campaign is 
to make the people realize the importance of wetlands and get them into conserving the 
wetlands around them.

Melito Pinto, RHATC Fellow 2022–23, 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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Na Garvi, Na Atmagarvam 
(My Garvi, My Pride) 

•	 Jerdon’s courser (Rhinoptilus bitorquatus) is a critically endangered bird.
•	 It is found in scrub jungle habitats.
•	 Very shy, it is active in the night, and has limbs adapted to run.
•	 It is only found in the eastern ghats (recorded till now only from Sri Lankamaleswara Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Kadapa District, Andhra Pradesh).
•	 Due to this, it has attracted many birders around the world and the locals, before 2000s earned money 

out of being nature guides. This ceased post the construction of the Telugu-Ganga Canal near Sri 
Lankamaleswara Wildlife Sanctuary and Sri Penusula Narasimha Wildlife Sanctuary. Thus, habitat loss is 
the major threat known yet.

•	 The bird was last recorded in 2008.
•	 Researchers believe it could still be detected from various unsurveyed parts of Andhra Pradesh.

Background

I am Aishwarya and I take special interest in working on the lesser 
known, elusive and ignored species which face the brunt of anthropogenic 
activities (like habitat loss). One such is the Jerdon’s courser. Endemic 
to Andhra Pradesh, these birds are also critically endangered. All these 
reasons validate the importance of campaigning for their conservation.

Aishwarya S Kumar, RHATC Fellow 2022–23 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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The First People is a localised 
awareness and action campaign to 
highlight the stories of people 
adversely affected by anthropogenic 
activities. The objective is to increase 
awareness of the impacts of climate 
change and its manifestations.

Humans, as an apex predator species, are in quite a colossal mess. We are heavily dependent on 
nature and wildlife species for almost everything that concerns daily living. But the rate at which we 
are consciously and unconsciously destroying ecosystem services is dumbfounding. Our mindless 
consumption patterns are threatening delicate ecological balances leading to irreversible forest loss 
and extinction of species.  Sadly, we think we have time to save the world because the destruction is 
not visible or tangible enough, in most cases. 

The First People campaign aims to inform decision-makers, chiefly business owners and middle-class 
income groups (producers and consumers) of the slow but impending collapse of living systems 
in and around their cities/villages. The campaign shall highlight stories of people who have directly 
witnessed the effects of climate change and have been economically impacted by them. In a sense, 
the first people to be affected by anthropogenic activities.

The hashtag for the campaign will be #thefirstpeople to encourage the audience to be an agent of 
change before it’s too late and participate in local conservation programmes.

Background

Target

Lakshmi Ravinder Nair, RHATC Fellow 
2022–23, Zoo Outreach Organisation, 
Coimbatore, TN, India.
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My name is Akansha Mishra. I have done my BBA in Project Management and have 
experience working at a bank. Besides my interest in wildlife and rifle shooting, I am also 
a perfume enthusiast and like collecting various fragrances, especially strong masculine 
scents. Based on which I have used some musk fragrances as well including Jovan White 
Musk and Arabic attars which had some percentage of actual musk in it. I got to know 
that actual musk is still being used today for various purposes only after joining RHATC. 
Being guilty of using musk, I wanted to understand more about the musk market, species 
of musk deer and efforts to conserve the 4 musk deer species that we have in India. 
As these deer are so unique but endangered, I inferred that creating a campaign that 
focuses on awareness, pride and fundraising would be the best bet.

Akansha Mishra, RHATC Fellow 2022–23 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.

Know your muskKnow your musk
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Gyps bengalensis is a critically endangered species that 
are affected by the drug diclofenac which is used as an 
anti-inflammatory drug in cattle and due to which when 
the vulture consumes the carcass it ends up having kidney 
failure which is a big threat to the already low population. 
Even though it is its veterinary use is banned, it is still 
in circulation. Another issue is the spread of invasives 
which affects the whole ecosystem and the food webs 
in it. It also possesses a threat to the nesting site as it 
mostly nests on native species such as Terminalia arjuna. 
This campaign is to spread awareness, make some action 
regarding the threats it’s facing, and crowdfunding for the 
conservation of the white-rumped vulture.

P. Kritika, RHATC Fellow 2022–23, 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.



Zoo’s Print Vol. 38 | No. 1 87

RHATCRHATC
Campaigns



Zoo’s Print Vol. 38 | No. 1 88

RHATCRHATC
Campaigns

The Western Ghats are close to Bhor, where I was raised. There are several tourist 
attractions. Locals manage hotels, homestays, and real estate sales. Therefore, the 
outsider constructs farmhouses and temples there. whenever I take little excursions. 
I observe an increase in the number of hotels and farmhouses. The regions are 
close to the western ghats, one of the globe’s 36 hotspots. These lands are facing 
fragmentation and degradation problems. And because of this anthropogenic activities 
the problem of landslides have increased. And the ground water level is decreasing 
because of illegal borewells for the farmhouses. After seeing this all my heart cries 
out and I have come up with this campaign. Which will create awareness and change 
perspective of community that grassland is not wasteland. Instead of selling lands the 
local people can promote homestays, so that tourists also can feel the livelihood.

Pooja Ramdas Patil, RHATC Fellow 2022–23, 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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Big cat under the tea bush
The North Bengal landscape is a mosaic of protected areas, reserve forest, tea estates and 
agricultural fields and has high conflict levels between human and animals like (Elephants 
and Leopards). Leopard as a very well adapted big cat, has always shared spaces with people 
across various part in India. In the northern districts of West Bengal, when vast stretches 
of primary forest were cleared to make room for tea plantations during the colonial era, 
leopards adapted to this novel landscape. The people who currently working in these tea 
estates were brought from the Chotanagpur Plateau region (now Jharkhand) during the 
British occupation of India. The leopards and people shared a common thread of being 
displaced from their homes, only to adapt to living in the tea plantations. Tea bush is ideal 
place for leopard to hiding, resting in daytime, raising their cubs and by using tea garden 
nullah leopard can move very easily from one section to another section without coming 
into contact with humans. Tea garden provide ample of domesticate prey like (cow, goat, pig) 
and wild species like (Black-naped hare, peacock) to leopard. However, things turn extremely 
ugly and aggressive when workers are injured due to accidental encounters with leopard,

Hence, it is necessary to take preventive measures and create awareness among tea garden 
workers.

Rajib Saha, RHATC Fellow 2022–23,  
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore 
TN, India.
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As per my observation many devotees and 
priests are unaware about Invasive fishes 
and I didn’t see any campaign addressing 
the problem of Invasive Fishes in Temple 
Ponds. Therefore it occurred to me that an 
online lecture series can be started where 
every Thursday we will explore options to 
mitigate the threat of Invasive fishes. I will 
also make an App that has a Friendly User 
Interface for easy identification of Invasive 
Fishes in India. #thursdays4threat_miti-
gation, #AthitiBagao. This campaign will 
start a thought process and could scale up 
to policy change.

Soham Parnaik, RHATC Fellow 2022–23,  
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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Growing up in and around Chennai, I have always had a very close relationship with its 
beaches. From going to beaches for chilly bajjis and balloon shooting wars with cousins to 
going there for the calmness that the beach offers and to play hide and seek with the crabs 
around, I have been around beaches my whole life. To a person to whom the coastline of 
Chennai meant only the Marina, Elliot’s, or the Kovalam beaches, the eco-heritage walk 
organised by the CCAG opened my eyes to the other parts of the coastline which were 
greatly impacted because of the developments that are changing these landscapes. There 
is a unique beauty in the raw wilderness unchanged or untouched by humans which can’t 
be matched or even replicated no matter how much money you spend on the so-called 
“beautification” of the landscape. I wanted my dream campaign to focus on awareness 
and action against the developments on the coastlines that have no due consideration 
for the environment or have no scientific backing behind the planning. The immediate 
target of this campaign would be to stop the beautification of the beaches project for 
which the CMDA has opened 
tender applications for recently. 
Yuvan and CCAG have been great 
inspirations for me in designing 
this campaign. 

Swaathi Na, RHATC Fellow 2022–23,  
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, 
India.
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Deepor Beel Campaign 
The concern for wetlands is growing concurrently over the world as new names are frequently 
added to India's list of wetlands. Wetlands clearly serve a critical role in preserving the 
natural equilibrium of the ecosystem. They protect numerous plant and animal species from 
extinction by housing them. They are beneficial to people because they stop floods and are 
a fantastic way to recycle organic waste. 

Deepor Beel is one of the largest freshwater lakes in Assam and the State’s only Ramsar 
site besides being an Important Bird Area by Birdlife International. However, for the past 
15 years, municipal solid waste of Guwahati has been unscientifically dumped next to the 
Deepor Beel, a prominent wetland in Assam. It is Assam’s only Ramsar site. The trash is 
choking the wetland along with all the biodiversity it harbours. 

Therefore, conservation of the wetland is an urgent step that needs to be taken. It will 
require management of environmental needs with a holistic approach. Also, there should be 
people’s participation and developmental activities should consider the immediate stress on the 
biota and the local community residing there.

Tandrali Baruah, RHATC Fellow 2022–23, 
Zoo Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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