Abstract from 22nd International Primatological Congress
One abstract from Rekha Medhi Chetry, a primatologist from Assam, was inadvertantly missed in our
October issue. We apologise for that and are happy to include it here.
Current Status of the Golden langur, Trachypithecus geei, in Chakrashila Wildlife Sanctuary,
Assam, India. Chetry (Medhi)Rekha1,2; Chetry, D2 and Ghosh,K2.
Abstract
The golden langur, Trachipithecus geei, is an endangered species and is endemic to India and Bhutan, and
hence it is necessary that systematic reports on status and demography of the species from all habitats
in its distribution range be assessed for effective conservation. Its distribution is limited to a small forest
belt in western Assam in Northeast India and Bhutan between the rivers Manas in the east, Sankosh in
the west and the Brahmaputra in the south. Chakrashila Wildlife Sanctuary, between Kokrajhar and Dhubri
Districts of Assam, is the only protected habitat for Golden langur in India. We conducted a field survey for
the first time in the sanctuary from December 2006 and January, 2007 to investigate the status and
demography of the golden langur.. Demographic data were collected using line transect methods. In
addition, threats to the species were also investigated. During the survey period we counted a total of
419 individuals in 57 troops. The average troop size was 7.35. The sex ratio was 1.48 adult females for
each adult male. The age structure of the population was 50.11% adults, 34.12% juveniles and 15.75%
infants. Domestic dog (Canis familiaris) and illegal felling are the major threats for golden langurs in this
protected habitat. This study aims to guide the future course of conservation of the golden langur in
general and the Chakrashila population in particular.This study was supported by Primate Conservation
Inc.
1
2

. J.N.College, Boko, Kamrup, Assam, India.
. Gibbon Conservation Centre, Gibbon Wildlife sanctuary, Mariani, India.

Call for Applications: 2009 Conservation Leadership Programme Awards
Deadline: 6th November 2008
The Conservation Leadership Programme aims to
contribute to long-term conservation in priority areas
by encouraging and engaging potential leaders in
biodiversity conservation and providing opportunities
for individuals to gain practical skills and experience.
This partnership initiative, including BirdLife
International, Conservation International, Fauna &
Flora International, the Wildlife Conservation Society
and BP, has been helping young conservationists
across the world to achieve their goals for 18 years.
The Conservation Leadership Programme is offering
Conservation Awards to applicants from Algeria,
Angola, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Brazil, China,
Colombia, Egypt, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Libya,
Malaysia, Mexico, Pakistan, Russia, Trinidad & Tobago,
Turkey and Venezuela:
· Future Conservationist Awards: Approximately 20
awards of up to $12,500 each.
· Conservation Follow-up Awards: Approximately 5
awards of up to $25,000 each. (Available only to
previous CLP/BPCP award winners from any country.)
· Conservation Leadership Awards: 2 awards of
$50,000 each. (Available only to previous CLP/BPCP
award winners from any country.)
The application deadline is 6th November 2008 for
all awards and winners will be announced in March
2009. Please visit the CLP website for detailed
eligibility criteria, guidelines and application form.
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Please forward this announcement to other potentially
interested individuals, organizations or academic
institutions.
Successful applicants will: 1.) Develop the knowledge,
skills and abilities of team members; 2.) Implement a
focused, high-priority conservation project combining
research and action; and 3.) Contribute to the longterm success of local conservation efforts.
All teams submitting an application will receive
feedback on their proposal. Applicants are strongly
encouraged to contact a member of the Programme
staff well before the application deadline for advice or
input on the proposal. Staff members can help teams
determine if their project fits within specified criteria,
offer advice on methods and project activities, and put
teams in touch with local partner offices or other
experts who can provide additional advice.
A representative from each award-winning team will be
invited to attend an international training event in
Beijing organised by the CLP to share ideas and
develop skills, knowledge and contacts. Additionally,
winning teams are able to access experts from within
each of the five partner organisations and past
winners. Programme staff members are available to
help with project implementation, including guidance
required during the planning and team training stages.
Contact Robyn Dalzen
(rdalzen@conservation.org) for more info. Web:
www.ConservationLeadershipProgramme.org
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