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Dr. Robert Zingg presented a short review of the
Asiatic Lion Studbook since the initiation of the
International Studbook.

Asiatic Lion Studbook Statistics

1977 Initiation of a International Studbook
1983 Initiation of a SSP (Species Survival Plan)
1985 First Intern. Studbook published shortly
after it was realised, that 246 of 333 animals of the
studbook were hybrids

1990-92 Importation of new animals from India:
2.2 London RP

1.1 Zirich (1990)

1.2 Helsinki (3 of the males wc)

1993 Second Intern. Studbook published

1994 Initiation of an EEP (breeding programme)
Europe

1999 1. European Studbook published

2000 2. European Studbook published

2005 Studbook produced

Europe - recent history

1994: 13.13 (26) animals in 4 institutions
1999: 27.30 (57) animals in 21 institutions
2000: 25.28.1 (54) animals in 22 institutions
2005: 37.43 (80) animals in 33 institutions

The European population is the only managed
captive population of Asian lion outside of India

Problems

- High neonate death rate:
2000-2005: 43.52.32 (127) cubs born, of which 84 *Curator, Zurich Zoo, Zurich, Switzerland
DNS (66.1%)

- Founder (n=12) representation 87% (potential:

92%)

- mean inbreeding coefficient high:

Urgent need of new founders
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