Madras Crocodile Bank on Wheels
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June 14 2003
The Madras Crocodite Bank Trust, Ortent Longman Pvt. Lid, & Trust for §
Environmentat Education collaborated to lunch NatureQuest -
NatureQuest aims 15 promote conservation through creative
collsborations and interactive events. The venve for thess programmes
is The Bookpeint auditorium, 160 Anna Salai, Chenna, ?
e
Ridley Turtles that come to the shores of Chennai to
three villages, entering with loud music to get the full
attention of the kids and adults. After a short
announcement through loudspeakers, people soon
surround the van and volunteers come out with
brochures, posters and pictures of sea turtles affected
van, volunteers talk to the group gathered around themr
about how many sea turtles die by the nets of
fisherman, how to prevent it, about how many eggs are
taken by people for food and the consequences of all
these on the population of sea turtles. They hand out

an initiative to increase the awareness of and appreciation for nature
nest. Every Sunday afternoon the van reaches at least
by human behavior. Using posters on the outside of tF
brochures written in Tamil to children and adults and

A October 2 2003

Chennai — December 3, 2003 — Since three weeks now on
Sunday afternoon, the Madras Crocodile Bank can be found
driving around with their Mobile Exhibition in the villages
surrounding the East Coast Road. A van covered with posters of
sea turtles and producing loud Indian songs to draw attention,
the volunteers and employees of the Croc Bank visit the villages
to create awareness among the villains about the conservation
of the five species of sea turtles of India, the Olive Ridley, the
Hawksbill, the Green Turtle, the Leatherback and the
Loggerhead.

The main goal of the Mobile Exhibition is to protect the Olive
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Croc- o -Reel

Croc Doy is an action-packed children's feature fiim, dirscted by
Rom Whitaker. It is the story of 3 young village boy who
befriends a crocodile, and has 1o let it go to save it from the
» - intolerence of the other villageri. The sensitive portrayal of the
/ : fitm's central characters Is intended to help dispel 5me of the
deep-roated prejudics that exists against all reptites. The fif~
\Q‘L \ Vil Vinayakram.

aho feaiures Grammy Award winning ghattam mae-
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explain about the importance of conservation of sea turtles and they try to convince them to help in protecting the turtles.
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Praying for Rain
July 12 2003

Memmlnd« s God of Life. a filon by Shekar Dactatri was
eapacity erowd. Shekar is among Indias
h-n.r\-kmwl%mm Mmmmm«-mmn
i travels the fength and breadth of India — from the
coasts to the Thar desert ~ «oq-.uo«howumwmdwvl
phanomenon affects india’s Imd-d#-wﬂlﬂeﬂ\ew

Apotlighting sea turtles
July'19 2003

F] Sea turties are among the oceans’ least-known creaturas > and
3 among the most andangerad. Or Kartik Shanker, witglife

) biologist, discussed the [ie cycle of these species, their nesting
4 habits, habicat. the threats they face, and th problems faced by
1

scientists andd conservationists ss they study these giant reptiles.
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Besides creating awareness and spreading
information, the Mobile Exhibition is also set up to get
information. By visiting all these villages, the Croc Bank
gathers a lot of information on the sea turtles that visit
the shores of Chennai. The people of the villages tell
them about the nesting times, the amount of sea turtles
that are found dead on the shores and also the amount
of sea turtles that get caught in the nets and die. They
also inform the Croc Bank on why some people take
the eggs out of the nests or why fishermen do or do not
release the sea turtles that get caught in their nests.
The Croc Bank uses this information to come up with
alternatives for the villages and solutions to protect the
sea turtles.
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The Mobile Exhibition is part of the ongoing education programme for the Crocodile Bank for village kids along the East

Coast Road.

In addition to visiting villages, the Croc Bank also sends out letters to all organisations, beach resorts,

entertainment parks and houses located near the beach to inform them on how human behavior is endangering the Olive
Ridley Sea Turtles. The letter explains how artificial lights near the beach attract many baby turtles into a slow and painful
death and how female adult turtles go back into the sea without nesting due to these lights. With all these activities the
Crocodile Bank tries to involve as many people as possible in the conservation of Olive Ridley Sea Turtles and create
awareness on the actual harm that humans cause to the nature that has been given to us for free use.

For more information on the Crocodile Bank Mobile Exhibition, please contact us:
Kundhavi Devi — 04114272447 or Anuja Sharma — 09841006842, Email: mchtindia@vsnl.net
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Can we he]p lhe Andamans? ¢
September 13 2003 ﬁ

Ps . presented 2n overview of the

roblems faced by the isiands’ original Inhabikancs — with the belp of

some moving skdes. He also signed coples of his book
which was
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