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authors are absolutely correct in making this statement. This
has been the normal method of description and there is no
reason why tiger should be an exception’. Absolutely correct
again. However, this is not what | meant when i requested the
authors to start describing the pattern starting from the leg.
Only in this case, not in every species piease! That too be-
cause the legs (part below the hock joint) were the only part
that had similar patterns and background common to both
the normal and melanistic tiger (see plate 3 on page 20 in
article by Prusty and Singh, 1996)! To avoid confusion and to
make my point (that background in the melanistic tiger is still
yellow/tawny) easily understandable, | had suggested this
'start from the leg’ comparison. The examples of gaur and
leopard cited by the authors are very interesting to read but
are unfortunately done without understanding my sugges-
tion.

| still stand by my remark that 'the dominant colour need not
always be the background’. Particulaly in this case since -
surely (without any doubt) know that the dominant colour

thek ound) of a normal tiger is tawny. If the authors
mair 1at the melanistic 'black’ tigers have a ** '« ¢
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legs of the black tiger. ....broad yeilow patches on thinla=
of black background?.

As regards to the third point on the merger and dispersal of
pigments, | have little information to comment upon. It couid
be true that melanocytes do not either disperse or segregate.

Qbituary

It is great sadness that we inform the u.

If it is so, | am not sure how one would describe the occur-
rence of stripes in cheetahs, domestic cats, leopards and the
dark forms of jaguars and leopards. Lindburg (1989} in his
article on King cheetah says ‘Ali cat species app=ar o have
the same compiement of genes for colou ~~ation, and one
of these, known as the tabby gene. is . Jnsible for the
occurrence of dark pigments in siripes and spots’. He adds
further that 'geneticists now believe that the remarkabie coat
of the king cheetah results from a mutation of the tabby gene’
(which we all know is a heritable recessive mutant).
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